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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162. N. Franklin Street, Chicago, I. 





The Life Story of Pope Pius X 
waltten cepéaliliy re Gillies. 


Children can now know and love 
the great Pontiff who made it pos- 
sible for them to receive Holy 
Communion in early childhood. 
This Life Story of the saintly Pope, 
whose cause for beatification has 
begun, is told in a charming way 
by Sister Celestine to a group of 
children who come each week to 
her story club. 


This full size book has 210 pages. It is beautifully illustrated 
with seven full page etchings, which were made especially for 
this work. The book has strong stiff covers printed with a lovely 
picture im three colors. 

The price is unusually low: $1.25. We want every child 
to have this book. Add 10 cents for postage. 


eS Please Order From: — 
CATHOLIC LIBRARY SERVICE 
382 Robert Street St. Paul, Minn. 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1897. Ac- 
Witas.gGuasnen 
1m, Reh ef October 8, 1917, Authorized July 17, 1918. 
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for NEW Subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


For 5 NEW Subscriptions 


The Golden Book — a complete 
prayer-book devoted to the Blessed 
Virgin; it contains also special 
prayers for the sick and dying. 
An ideal Mother’s Day gift. OR: — 

First Communion Set — con- 
sisting of a prayer-book, a rosary, 
a Mt. Carmel scapular, and a re- 
membrance medal; ali enclosed in 
an attractive box. 


For 3 NEW Subscriptions 


A Rosary — black cocoa beads 
on durable silver chain. OR: — 

Jesus in the Hearts of Little 
Children — a charming prayer- 
book for children, very suitable 
for First Communion. Durable 
cloth binding, colors: black, white, 
blue or rose. OR: — 

Oxidized Medallion, either of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus or the 


Blessed Virgin, mounted on plaque’ 


of genuine Algerian onyx, with 
easel to stand. Both will be given 
for SIX new subscriptions. 


For 2 NEW Subscriptions 


Sacred Heart Shield of French 
gray metal, mounted in a neat 
folder, appropriate for mounting 
on the door frame. OR: — 

Golden Links prayer-book, 
hand-bound, small print, size 2% 
x4¥% in., 347 pages. Cloth bind- 
ing, red edges. 


For 4 NEW Subscriptions 


Free Subscription to ‘“Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory” for one year, 
or one year’s renewal. A gift 
subscription would make an excel- 
lent birthday remembrance to some 
relative or friend. OR: — 

Jesus in the Hearts of Little 
Children — an ideal First Com- 
munion prayer-book, black or 
white leather binding, gold edge. 


For 1 NEW Subscription 


Picture of His Holiness, Pius 
XI — a beautiful likeness of the 
Holy Father, in photo-tone. Size 
16 x 22 inches; ideal for framing. 
Every Catholic home should pos- 
sess a picture of the ‘‘Great White 
Shepherd of Christendom.” OR:-— 


Devotion to the Holy Ghost — 
gives a brief summary of the doc- 
trine regarding the Holy Spirit; 
explains the works, gifts and fruits 
of the Third Person of the Blessed 
Trinity, with devotional prayers. 
64 pages. AND 

Mary, Our Mother — an appeal- 
ing booklet explaining how Mary, 
our Mother, is our refuge, our 
consoler, our guide; the power of 
Mary’s Name in life and in death. 
OR: 

Two plaques — 2x3 in., with 
colored picture of the Sacred Heart 
or Blessed Virgin; celluloid cov- 
ered, with easel to stand. 


Please mention premium desired. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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May Greeting to CMary 


Hail, virginal Mother! Hail, purity’s cell! 

Fair shrine where the Trinity loveth to dwell. 
Thou, wrapt in the splendor of infinite light, 

Dost shine as the morn on the confines of night. 
My praises and prayers I lay at thy feet, 

O Uirgin of virgins, O Mary most sweet! 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 








Vol. 33 May, 1937 No. 1 





The Spouse of the Holy Spirit 





HEN the month of May pours out its floral beauty over 
the fresh verdure of nature, and snowy blossoms perfume 
the air, faithful Christians raise their glance in homage 
to the fairest flower in God’s garden — the immaculate 
Virgin Mary. With joy they contemplate Mary, the 
mystical rose, whose beauty far surpasses that of all 
other mystical blossoms. And their hearts are gladdened 
by the perfect harmony existing between nature and 

grace in the dedication of this most beautiful of months to the honor 

and glory of the most beautiful of God’s creatures. 

Many are the endearing titles by which we honor our Mother and 
our Queen. But among all her titles there is none more glorious or 
sublime, and none more dear to Mary herself, than that of Spouse 
of the Holy Spirit. Let us ask her to shed upon our minds the bright- 
ness of her light, and upon our hearts the ardor of her love, that we 
may be able to conceive even faintly the sublimity of her dignity as 
the Spouse of the Spirit of God. 

From all eternity, Mary was predestined by the Triune God to 
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be the Spouse of the Holy Ghost—a dignity which was to be the 
parallel to and the preparation for her dignity as the Mother of the 
Son of God. Therefore, from the very first moment of her conception 
the Holy Ghost took full possession of her, and overwhelmed her soul 
with the fulness of His gifts and graces. As a royal bridegroom adorns 
his bride with costly garments and jewels suitable to her station, so 
the Holy Spirit adorned Mary with the most princely adornments of 
grace in order that she might be His worthy Spouse and the worthy 
Mother of the Eternal Word. He, the Author of all grace, withheld 
no grace that could beautify the soul of His Spouse and render it 
precious in His sight. Truly could He say to her from the first moment 
of her existence: “Thou art all fair, OQ My Love, and there is no spot 
in thee” (Cant. iv. 7). 


Sublime Prerogatives of Mary 


To Mary was granted; as eminent theologians hold, the unique 
privilege of the use of reason from the first moment of her existence. 
At the first instant of her creation, she was fully conscious of her 
being, and her faculties were wholly attracted to God. So great was 
the influx of grace into her soul that her first grace surpassed the last 
or crowning grace of the greatest saint who ever lived on earth or the 
highest angel in the courts of heaven. In the enclosure of her mother’s 
holy womb she was bathed in the light of the Divinity and enkindled 
with a most ardent love of God. And from that holy tabernacle she 
sent up to God ceaseless acts of praise and adoration, exercising in a 
heroic manner the sublime virtues which were infused into her soul. 

With the grace of perfect sinlessness granted to Mary in her Im- 
maculate Conception was inseparably united the grace of perfect union 
with and perfect love of God. And as she preserved this sinlessness 
and this perfect union and love throughout her life, and co-operated 
perfectly with every grace which God bestowed upon her, the grace 
which she received at the first moment of her existence went on redou- 
bling itself hour after hour and day after day, until the last moment 
of her earthly life. What an incomparable degree of glory must she 
not then have attained during her long life on earth, and to what 
inconceivable heights must she now be raised in heaven! 

The most holy soul of Mary was favored with so sublime a parti- 
cipation of the Divinity and of Its attributes and perfections, that if 
it were possible for us to see her in her own essence, she would appear 
as if illumined with the eternal splendor of God Himself. Only the 
Divine Artificer who formed her is able to comprehend her greatness; 
He alone can comprehend the affinity which He contracted with her by 
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perfecting her gifts to a semblance of the attributes of His own infinite 
greatness and Divinity. 


Operation of the Holy Spirit in and through Mary 


But the greatest work which the Holy Ghost wrought in Mary was 
the incarnation of the Word of God — that incomprehensible miracle 
by which she became a mother without ceasing to be a virgin. Through 
Mary, in Mary and by Mary, the Holy Ghost formed His Masterpiece— 
the sacred humanity of Jesus— and brought forth the God-man, 
Jesus Christ. And as through Mary He brought forth Jesus, so through 
her He will daily bring forth, until the end of time, the elect of God, 
the members of that Mystical Body of which Christ is the Adorable 
Head. Truly marvelous is this mystery of Divine grace, — beyond the 
comprehension of the most learned and spiritual — that God the Holy 
Ghost, who in Himself, as God, possesses the power of fecundity, should 
choose to exercise it only through the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

It is only through Mary and in Mary that He forms His elect, 
His saints. “Jn electis meis mitte radices — Take root in My elect,” 
He says to Mary (Eccles. xxiv. 13). As if He thus addressed her: 
“Do thou, O my beloved Spouse, permit thy virtues to take root in 
My elect, that like thee they may grow from virtue to virtue and from 
grace to grace. So great a complacency did I find in thee during 
thy earthly life, when thou didst practice the most sublime virtues, 
that I wish still to find thee upon earth without ceasing to be in heaven. 
Therefore, do thou reproduce thyself in My chosen ones. With extreme 
pleasure would I behold in them the roots of thy invincible faith, thy 
profound humility, thy all-embracing mortification, thy glowing love, 
thy firm hope, and all thy other sublime virtues. May thy faith bring 
forth to Me souls abounding in faith; may thy purity prepare for Me 
spotless virgins; and may thy fruitfulness fashion for Me living temples 
of souls.” 

The more fully the Holy Spirit finds a soul possessed by His 
faithful and inseparable Bride, the more greatly is He empowered to 
form Jesus Christ in that soul, and to form the soul in Jesus Christ. 
One of the great hindrances to His accomplishing marvels of grace 
in souls is their lack of union with His holy Spouse. 


The Dignity and Power of Mary 


As the Bride of the Holy Spirit and the Mother of the Incarnate 
Word, it was befitting the dignity of Mary that she should be the Queen 
and Mistress of all creation. Therefore God constituted her the dispen- 
satrix of all His riches, with the privilege of distributing His gifts 
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and graces to whomsoever she wills. To her was given the privi- 
lege of communicating, according to her good pleasure, the graces and 
favors necessary to mortals, especially to those who should invoke her 
as their Mother and Queen. The Holy Ghost delights to grant heavenly 
favors to mankind by the virginal hand of His spotless Bride, for it is 
the will of God that we possess all things through Mary. 

Before the tribunal of the Most Holy Trinity, nothing is denied 
to Mary. As Treasurer of the infinite bounties of God, she holds in 
her pure hand the keys of the Divine will and good pleasure, by which 
she unlocks the storehouses of His mercies and freely distributes the 
gifts of His grace. With maternal love she employs her powerful 
intercession, particularly in behalf of those souls who commend them- 
selves to her care. As a devoted client of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
has said, she is the Queen and Mother of mercy, who dispenses graces 
with so much liberality to those who have recourse to her because she 
is our Queen, and with so much love, because she is our most tender 
and loving Mother. 

God also has given to Mary dominion and power over the spirit 
of darkness and all his allies. Her presence — yes, her very name — 
is a source of terror to them. To her protection, as to a fortified city, 
all mankind may take refuge from the enemies of their salvation, for 
she has power to command the demons and to deter them from harming 
souls, 

In heaven, Mary reigns supreme over all the angels and saints. 
As a reward for her profound humility, God has given her the power 
to fill the vacant thrones from which the rebellious angels were ejected 
because of their pride. It is the will of the Most High, who exalts the 
humble, that heaven and earth and the infernal regions bow beneath 
the sceptre of the humble Virgin, whom He has made the Mistress of 
heaven and earth, the Leader of His hosts, the Treasurer of His riches, 
the Dispensatrix of His graces, the Instrument of His greatest marvels, 
the Reparatrix of the human race, the Mediatrix of mankind, the 
Destroyer of the enemies of God, and the faithful Companion of His 
glory and His triumph. 

How great, then, should be our confidence in Mary, the Spouse 
of the Holy Ghost! Can we doubt that we will obtain any grace 
we ask of her? If hitherto we have been tepid in our devotion to her, 
let us begin during this beautiful month to venerate her with redoubled 
fervor, and frequently and fervently invoke her by the title she loves 
so well: Our Lady of Light, Spouse of the Holy Spirit, pray for us! 
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Ascension Joys 








|HEN those we love are taken from us, grief fills our 
hearts. Similarly, on the Feast of the Ascension, when 
the Paschal Candle is extinguished at the end of the 
Gospel to signify our Savior’s departure from this earth, 
a feeling of melancholy takes possession of us. Yet Holy 
Church wishes us to commemorate the ascension of our 
Lord with great joy and jubilation. Wherefore she re- 
minds us, in the “Introit” of the Mass, by the same 
words which the angel addressed to the disciples to comfort them at 
our Lord’s ascension, of His triumphant coming at the end of the world. 
This thought ought to fill us with joy — the thought that we shall one 
day be permitted to see Jesus again, and even to participate in His 
glory. Our holy Mother the Church, in the liturgy for the Feast of 
the Ascension, exhorts us to rejoice, with the words: “Oh, clap your 
hands, all ye nations, shout unto God with the voice of joy” (Ps. xlvi. 2). 

Our joy on this feast should be twofold — joy on our Lord’s 
account, and joy on account of ourselves. We are members of the 
Mystical Body of which Christ is the Head, and therefore we should 
rejoice with Christ, whose glorious triumph we celebrate. The Redemp- 
tion is accomplished. Our Savior can look back with joy over His 
life upon earth. Now He enters as Victor into His Father’s house, 
where His beloved Father receives Him and places Him upon a throne 
at His right hand. But who can comprehend the love of the Heavenly 
Father and His Son? Or who shall ever be able to fathom the depth 
of our Savior’s ascension joys? . 

The ascension of Jesus is also a day of joy for us. As we reflect 
on His joyful entrance into heaven, we are reminded that we, too, 
shall one day enter there. For Jesus opened heaven to us by His 
sufferings and death. And just as He was glorified after a life of 
obedience to His Father, so we, too, shall be glorified after a life 
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which has been lived in the expectation of His promises. And it is not 
only our soul, but our body likewise, which shall be made partaker 
of His glory. Therefore Pope St. Leo I says, in one of his sermons 
for this feast: “Truly a great and unspeakable cause for joy there was 
when our human nature, united with the Son of God, ascended before 
the eyes of the holy disciples, and was exalted high above all heavenly 
spirits, high above the angel choirs, yes, even higher than the archangels 
are placed above all celestial hosts, taken up to the very throne of the 
Eternal Father to share in His glory. And the ascension of Christ 
is our own exaltation, because the (mystical) Body can assuredly raise 
its hope thither where the glorious Head has gone before. So let us 
rejoice in heartfelt gladness, rejoice in holy thanksgivings. For today 
we have not only regained the (lost) paradise, but we have penetrated 
even unto the heights of heaven. Unspeakably more have we received 
through the redemption of Christ than we lost through the envy of 
Satan. For God’s own Son has incorporated into Himself the children 
of Adam, whom the venomous fiend drove from their original habita- 
tion, and has placed them at the right hand of the Father.” 

To our joy, gratitude must therefore be added; and with the flowers 
of joy and gratitude should be entwined into the ascension garland the 
fair flowers of homesickness for our heavenly fatherland — our true 
and lasting home. Homesickness for heaven! Alas, there are many 
today who regard all heavenly aspirations as vain and foolish. They 
devote all their energies to the things of time, unmindful that this 
blessed longing for heaven is our only true support in the dark night 
of our earthly exile. Daily our holy Mother the Church exhorts us, 
by the lips of her priests: “Suwrswm corda — Lift up your hearts” to 
heaven; and we answer, “Habemus ad Dominum — We have them lifted 
up to the Lord.” This daily exhortation shows us how desirous the 
Church is that we should, every day and often throughout the day, 
elevate our hearts to God, and with ardent longing sigh for our true and 
lasting home in the world beyond. 

Therefore, earthly toil and heavenly longing must exist side by 
side. For we know that heaven shall be the reward of those only 
who have faithfully fulfilled their duties here upon earth. It was thus 
that Jesus likewise merited the triumph of His ascension. Let us pray, 
therefore, with the Church, in the oration of this feast: “Grant, we 
beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we who believe Thine only-begotten 
Son, our Redeemer, to have ascended this day into heaven, may also 
ourselves dwell in spirit amid heavenly things.” 


ent ett eee eel 
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Fire from Heaven 
For the Feast of Pentecost, May 16th 





| INE days had elapsed since the ascension of Jesus into 
heaven. Faithful to the command of our Lord that “they 
should not depart from Jerusalem, but should wait for 
the promise of the Father” (Acts i. 4), Mary and the 
apostles, together with many of the disciples of our 
Savior, had remained in the Upper Room, persevering 
in prayer while they awaited the coming of the Paraclete. 
On the tenth day, while they were all together in one place, a sound 
like the rushing of a mighty wind suddenly filled the whole house. 
At the same time, the room in which they were assembled was illumined 
by a brilliant light, and parted tongues of fire rested above their heads. 
“And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they began to 
speak with divers tongues, according as the Holy Ghost gave them to 
speak” (Acts. ii. 4). 

With the coming of the Holy Ghost, a mysterious ardor seized the 
hearts of the assembled disciples— an ardor of enthusiasm for the 
cause of Christ, — the ardor of the Spirit of God. They burned with 
love for Jesus, their Divine Master. To live for Christ and to die for 
Christ — this was the holy determination which animated them as they 
issued forth from the Cenacle and commenced to preach the holy 
Gospel. Gone was their fear and their sadness. Only one thought 
burned in the minds of all — to conquer the world for Christ. 
Thousands received the word of God and were baptized, and thus the 
“mustard-seed” planted by our Lord began to grow and to spread its 
branches among the nations. Hence the Church, symbolized by the 
mustard-seed, looks upon this day as her true birthday —the day on 
which her active function as the Mystical Body of Christ commenced. 

Clearly and distinctly the future mission of the Church was fore- 
shadowed in the signs which accompanied the descent of the Holy 
Ghost. The mighty wind symbolized her power, her irresistible in- 
fluence over the hearts of men. Just as the mightiest tree is laid low 
by the power of the storm, so the passions of pride, self-will and con- 
cupiscence are destroyed by the mighty inspirations of the Holy Spirit, 
who lives in and operates through the Church. Consciences slumbering 
in sin and indifference are stirred up like the waves of the sea by the 
spirit of penance and contrition which the Holy Ghost awakens in 
them. And as the sand in the desert is blown from the rocks by the 
hot breath of the south wind, so the hard hearts of men are cleansed 
from sin by the breathing of the Holy Ghost. 
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The fire is a striking symbol of Divine grace, without the warming, 
illuminating and penetrating power of which the soul is dead to God 
and to His operations. “The charity of God,” says the apostle, “is 
poured forth into our hearts by the Holy Ghost who is given to us” 
(Rom. v, 5). The fire of love enkindled by the Holy Ghost inflames 
shepherd and sheep, pastor and fold, and makes them capable of heroic 
endurance of every suffering for Christ’s sake, and of that fraternal 
love which celebrates its triumph only among true Christians. 





The Descent of the Holy Ghost 


The form of fiery tongues portrayed the gift of tongues which 
rendered such invaluable services in the extension of the early Church, 
as also the burning eloquence of her teachers throughout the centuries. 

Strengthened by the Holy Spirit, the disciples preached the Word 
of God fearlessly and untiringly. In like manner ought we, without 
fear or hesitation, to defend the doctrines of Jesus Christ and His holy 
Church in word and deed, in private and in public life, whenever the 
weal or the woe of the Catholic Church is concerned. This is the great 
need of the Church especially in our times — zealous Catholics, ani- 
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mated by the Spirit of God, full of life and fire. The Church has need 
of Catholics who love their religion and prove their love by fidelity 
to her principles and teachings. She has need of Catholics who know 
their religion and are ever ready to make it known to others. But 
above all she has need of Catholics who live their religion and who 
draw others into the bosom of her fold by the power of their example. 

May the flame of Divine love burn brightly in all souls as a con- 
sequence of the descent of the Spirit of Love, and may all Christian 
hearts, newly enkindled by the grace of the Holy Ghost, learn to guard 
ever more zealously the precious treasure of grace which He pours 
into them. 

When the Holy Ghost descended upon the apostles, He strength- 
ened and confirmed them in their faith and made them pillars of the 
Church of Christ. The same Divine action has since been repeated in 
the hearts of countless Christians in the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
By this sacrament, all Catholics have been marked with an indelible 
character as soldiers of Christ and have been endowed with the gifts 
and graces of the Holy Ghost —the spiritual weapons with which to 
combat the enemies of their salvation. Today the Catholic Church 
numbers among her members more than three hundred millions of 
souls. All have received the Holy Ghost in the Sacrament of Confirma- 
tion. Yet how many, alas! have cast out the Spirit of Love and have 
given place to the spirit of the world, the spirit of ambition, of greed, 
and of love of pleasure. And in the world about us, the spirit of un- 
belief, of hatred, of godlessness, has gained an ever-increasing power. 

In our country, too, this godless spirit is violently shaking the 
foundations of religion by attacking the sanctuary of the family and 
undermining the respect of the people for authority, — the principle of 
order both in the civil and the spiritual domain. Who shall impede 
its progress and effect its defeat if not fervent Catholics, filled with the 
Spirit of God, who carry “storm and fire” in their breasts? That this 
Spirit may enter into us, may take entire possession of us, ought to be 
our constant longing, our earnest prayer. The true Catholic in whom 
the Spirit of God dwells is an apostle, a fountain of graces; like a 
glowing hearth he imparts his fervor to others; like a mighty wind 
he carries them away by the force of his word and example. 

Come, then, O Holy Spirit, and enkindle in the hearts of Thy 
faithful the fire of Thy Divine love. Inflame them with an ardent love 
of God, which consists in loving Him above all things and in desiring 
to see Him beloved by all. Inflame them with true fraternal charity, 
which makes them desire every good for their neighbor, and especially 
that greatest good of all — his eternal salvation. 
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The ‘Little Practice of Atonement’’ 





EAR to every Catholic heart is the pious practice of 
devoting the month of May to the honor of the, holy 
Mother of God. “Happy souls who really love Mary,” 
exclaims a spiritual writer, “for that is a fire which has 
been kindled by Jesus Himself.” Our Blessed Savior 
is never more pleased than when we approach Him 

. through Mary, and so it is in perfect harmony with 
Blessed de Montfort’s sublime teaching that June, the month of the 
Sacred Heart, is heralded by May, the month of Mary. Inseparably 
linked with the love of Jesus is the love of His holy virgin-mother, for 
it is impossible to find one without the other. Thus it is that whenever 
a true love for Jesus is found in the human heart, there exists at the 
same time a deep and sincere love for Mary. Similarly, wherever 
Christ, the Son of God, is despised and rejected, there also the virgin- 
mother is made partaker of the same revilings. This sad truth has 
been demonstrated time and time again by the various heresies as they 
have arisen. 

It is not strange, then, to discover even in our own time that Jesus 
and Mary are subjected to a veritable onslaught of derision and scorn 
by the so-called “godless” group who are engaged in a furious attempt 
to root out the love of Jesus and Mary from every human heart. The 
sacred images of Christ and His holy Mother are sadly outraged, the 
holy Names of Jesus and Mary are heaped with the most horrible 
blasphemies, and the sublime prerogatives of Our Blessed Mother are 
scornfully derided. 

Of all the prerogatives of the Blessed Virgin Mary, that of her 
Immaculate Conception is perhaps the least understood, and on this 
account it is made the object of the most bitter revilings by the 
enemies of our holy Faith. Every true child of Mary, therefore, will 
be inflamed with the desire not only to become a defender of her honor, 
but also to render some sort of atonement to her for the outrages which 
she constantly receives. This rendering of atonement becomes a sweet 
and salutary practice to all who sincerely love the Blessed Virgin. It 
is a form of devotion entirely in accordance with the spirit of Holy 
Church, as is evidenced by the fact that the saintly Pontiff, Pius X, on 
June 13, 1912, granted a plenary indulgence to the so-called “Atonement 
Saturday.” This practice consists in dedicating the first Saturday of 
every month as a day of reparation to Mary, corresponding with the 
setting aside of the first Friday of every month as a day of reparation 
to the Sacred Heart. The purpose of the inauguration of “Atonement 
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Saturday” was to spread devotion to Mary, and to make atonement 
for the derisions with which her holy Name and her sublime prerog- 
atives are overwhelmed. Pope Benedict XV confirmed the approval 
of his predecessor by adding, on November 17, 1920, the following 
favor: “Whoever has, once in his lifetime, on the first Saturday of at 
least eight consecutive months, fulfilled the conditions established by 
Pius X, does not only gain a plenary indulgence on these Saturdays, 
but also the Papal blessing with the indulgence for the dying at the 
hour of death.” 
Origin of the “Little Practice” 

In the year 1922, Professor Louis Picchini, of Venice, a devout 
client of the holy Mother of God, introduced a practice which he very 
modestly called the “Little Practice in Honor of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.” The practice consists in this: that during the month of May, 
one day is set aside and dedicated to the rendering of atonement for 
all the misdeeds perpetrated and all the blasphemies uttered against 
Mary. There are no special prayers or practices prescribed, these 
being left to the love and piety of the faithful. The “Little Practice” 
was received with enthusiasm in Italy, the Holy Father himself highly 
praising it and expressing the wish that “this stimulus be complied with 
in all places.” Under the direction of the Pope, His Eminence, 
Cardinal Pacelli wrote to Professor Picchini: “This month, in which 
renewed nature clothes itself in a garment of beauty and life, and more 
than at other times reflects the perfections of God, is of itself a chal- 
lenge to mankind... to render a worthy tribute of honor and praise 
to her who, more than all other creatures, shares in the Divine 
goodness.” 

The adoption of the “Little Practice” spread rapidly from Italy 
to other lands, but unfortunately, it is little known in this country. 


Requirements 

Though there are no specific requirements of the “Little Practice” 
the following recommendations are made: — 

At the beginning of-May, a special day should be chosen for the 
“Little Practice of Atonement,” if such has not already been established 
in the parish of which one is a member. One or several more days 
may be added during the month of May, perhaps every Saturday 
during the month. On this day, one should assist at Holy Mass and 
receive Holy Communion in the spirit of atonement, and in the same 
spirit assist at May devotions, perform one’s daily duties, recite private 
prayers, etc. It is a commendable practice also to bring some little 
sacrifices, or to bear one’s cross with greater resignation, to recite at 
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least a decade of the Rosary, to read devotional literature pertaining to 
the Mother of God, etc. The devout recitation of the Angelus should 
also constitute a favorite practice for the day of atonement. Most 
commendable would it be if groups of thirty-one persons banded them- 
selves together, each choosing a different day for the practice of atone- 
ment, so that no day of the month would pass without the loving 
homage of reparation being offered to our Heavenly Mother. 

These are merely suggestions. The love and fervor of each child 
of Mary will dictate further means of rendering a homage of love 
and atonement to this beloved Mother. The following act of reparation 
is very appropriate: — 


Act of Reparation 


Immaculate Mistress, perpetually and eternally blessed Virgin 
and Mother, Mary! We, thy children, appear before thee to venerate, 
praise and honor thee, but especially to render atonement to thee for 
the derision and blasphemies which godless men and nations perpetrate 
against thy holy Name and thy sublime prerogatives. We therefore 
promise thee: — 

The more the godless exert themselves to rob thy crown of its 
most precious gem and deny thy Immaculate Conception, the more 
firmly we shall believe and the more loudly and solemnly proclaim 
that thou, O Blessed Virgin, from the first moment of thy conception, 
by a special grace and privilege of the Most High, didst remain free 
from every stain of original sin. 

The more thy enemies place thee on the same level with weak 
and sinful man, the more joyfully we shall greet thee as full of grace 
and blessed among women, firmly believing that during thy whole life 
thou didst not commit the least sin and therefore art the most perfect 
model of a Christian life. 

The more unbelievers dare to attack thy perpetual virginity, the 
more we shall praise thee with St. Gregory as the Immaculate Virgin 
and confess with the holy Catholic Church: Thou didst remain a virgin 
before, in, and after the birth of thy Divine Son. 

The more a false philosophy classes thee with the other women 
of the human race and denies thy miraculous fecundity, the more unre- 
servedly we shall believe and confess that thou, O most blessed, at all 
times most pure Virgin Mary, by the overshadowing of the Holy Ghost 
didst conceive the only-begotten Son of God, without losing the splendor 
of thy virginity, and didst bring forth Jesus Christ, our Lord, and art 
therefore in all truth called the Mother of God. 

The more sinners attempt to detract from thy glory and to 
withdraw from thy dominion, with so much the greater enthusiasm 
shall we join in thy praises, and the more willingly we shall serve thee, 
mildest Mistress, convinced of the truth that thou wast taken up into 
heaven with soul and body and hast been crowned Queen of angels and 


men. 


The more the infernal serpent lies in wait for thee and those who 
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venerate thee, the more confidently we shall place ourselves beneath 
thy banner, the more courageously we shall defend thy glorious 
prerogatives, and the more closely we shall draw near to thee, thou 
mighty and powerful conqueror of all diabolical wickedness and 
perversity. 

The more unbelievers and heretics deride the confidence, love and 
veneration bestowed upon thee by thy children, with so much greater 
confidence shall we turn to thee in all our needs and trials, for thou art 
our Mother, our helper in all trials, our sure refuge in life and in death. 


Let us Pray: — 


Virgin immaculately conceived, holy Mother of God, Queen of 
heaven and earth! Turn thy most gracious eyes toward us and assist 
us in battle against the powers of darkness, so that we as thy children 
may at all times fly from sin, imitate thy virtues and one day be united 
with thee in the heavenly kingdom. Amen. 


hope 
Symbolism of Our Cover Design 


HE new cover design which marks the beginning of the 33d 

I volume of ‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” depicts the two mysteries 

of faith which are embodied in its title and which are particularly 

embraced in its scope — the Holy Eucharist and Purgatory. This first 

issue of the new volume is lovingly dedicated to the Holy Ghost, the 

Spirit of Light and Love, the feast of whose grace-giving descent upon 
the Church is celebrated on the 16th of this month. 

The symbolic design which forms the door of the tabernacle depicts 
the co-operation of the three Divine Persons in the Eucharistic Sacrifice. 
The hand extended from above is a symbol of the Heavenly Father, the 
dove with outspread wings represents the Holy Ghost, and the host, 
our dear Lord in His Eucharistic abasement. The letters “A” and “O” 
stand for Alpha and Omega, being the first and last letters of the Greek 
alphabet. They symbolize the eternity of God, who is the source and 
the last end of all things. “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end, saith the Lord God, who is, who was, and who is to come, the 
Almighty” (Apoc. i. 8). The letters “P’” and “X’’ which appear in the 
host represent the monogram of Christ, being formed of the Greek 
letters ‘‘Chi’” and ‘“Ro,”’ which are an abbreviation of the Greek word 
Christos (Christ). The doves at the sides of the ciborium are symbols 
of souls partaking of the Eucharistic Banquet and being sanctified by 
the graces which stream from the Blessed Trinity in this holy mystery. 

In a particular manner, this design symbolizes the descent of the 
Holy Ghost upon the Eucharistic species during the Offertory of the 
Mass, when the priest prays: “Come, O Sanctifier, Almighty and Eternal 
God, and bless this sacrifice prepared to Thy holy Name.”’ As the Holy 
Ghost co-operated with the Father and the Son in the creation and 
redemption of the world, so also He continues to co-operate with them 
in the unbloody Sacrifice of the Altar and in all the mysteries of sanc- 
tification of souls, which is the sphere of operation particularly ascribed 
to Him. 
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A Forgotten Virtue 





HE month of May, dedicated as it is to the virginal 
| Mother of God, seems ever to bring to mind one virtue 
which was very dear to the Blessed Virgin Mary — the 
virtue of modesty. In our present age, with its pagan- 
istic tendencies, modesty is a virtue which has almost 
. ceased to exist in the minds and hearts of some persons, 
ind most regrettably, of even some Catholics. Perhaps never before 
has there been a more striking tendency to all that is immodest, yes 
even indecent, especially in the matter of dress, and this applics not 
only to the feminine fashions, but likewise to those of the masculine sex. 
And yet, modest attire should be just as much the concern of the vir- 
tuous man as it is of the virtuous woman. Both should lend their 
best efforts to foster the widespread campaign which has been inaugu- 
rated in behalf of decency in dress. 

That there is need of such a campaign is evidenced by the fact 
that the Holy Father has urged the crusade to be carried on vigorously, 
not only in behalf of women’s attire, but likewise that of men. It is 
well known that there are strict requirements to be met in this regard 
before admission is granted to an audience with His Holiness. Re- 
cently, the societies of a certain parish in Rome were about to be 
admitted to an audience with the Sovereign Pontiff. Though they had 
been warned and instructed previously as to the requirements which 
should be met in the matter of dress, some of the women paid no heed 
to these requirements, with the consequent result that of the total 
number to be admitted, thirty were refused an entrance into the audience 
chamber, nor would tears and prayers avai! to secure the coveted privi- 
lege. The guards were inflexible, and as the remainder of the party 
were ushered into the audience chamber, these thirty women were forced 
to remain outside. Nor is this the only time that such incidents have 
occurred. 

If such stringent regulations have been made in regard to an 
audience with the Vicar of Christ, how carefully should not these same 
rules be observed when an audience is sought with Christ Himself! 
Frequently and forcibly have the prelates of our country spoken upon 
the necessity of being modestly clad when entering the Church where 
Jesus dwells, and particularly when approaching to receive Him in 
Holy Communion. Surely, then, the exhortation uttered by St. Paul 
in the very beginnings of the Church, that women should come to the 
church in “decent apparel; adorning themselves with mcdesty and 
should be heeded. And this applies equally to men. 





sobriety,” 
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In this connection, it is interesting to note the rules which are in 
force at the Library of Congress in our own United States. These 
stringent rules are perhaps unknown to the vast majority of American 
citizens, but an incident which transpired there not long ago emphasizes 
the respect which is required of those who wish to enter this great 
national edifice. Recently, a pair of young Washington students, clad 
in bright blue polo shirts, of the short sleeve, open-neck variety, sought 
to enter the Library. At the entrance they were met by a blue-uniformed 
guard, who said: “You cannot enter here; it is against the rules.” 
Upon asking an explanation, they were told: “It is against the rules 
to wear such costumes here, even on the hottest days. The Library is 
a place of dignity.” If such rules are enforced, and rightly so, with 
regard to admission even to one of our national buildings, what can be 
said of the modesty in dress which should prevail among those who 
seek entrance to the church, the holiest place upon the face of the 
earth? 

For a Christian, there is one unerring guide in regard to the pro- 
priety of dress, and that is the Christian moral law. This should be 
the fundamental principle in all style, and an inner voice tells us 
clearly when anything is contrary to this principle and violates it. 
Within the bounds of this law there is still ample possibility left for 
the creation of attractive apparel, in order to satisfy the human craving 
for change. And it is the Catholic men and women who should realize 
the necessity of giving a good example in the matter of the styles they 
adopt, the urgency of repudiating those exaggerations in fashion which 
contribute in a deplorable degree to the general corruption of manners, 
and vitiate the spirit of respect and reverence which should be accorded 
to womanhood. Modesty is, and ever has been, the choicest ornament 
of the Christian woman, but how sad it is to see her so often flinging 
this ornament carelessly aside, and by thoughtlessly adopting whatever 
fashions may be prevalent, exposing herself to the loss cf all that is 
most precious to her womanly character. 

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, mother and model of all Christians, 
grant to our Catholic men and women the light to understand and the 
grace to repudiate the evils which are so prevalent today in the matter 
of dress, and the courage to set an example which may be safely 


followed by all! 
cpopoe 
Mother most pure, Mother most holy and most kind, may the love 
of Jesus and of thee grow in our hearts together; may that love make 
us hate sin and the world, strengthen us to deny ourselves, confirm 
our faith, hope and charity, and bring thee, sweet Mother, to our 
deathbeds to console our last hour. — Father Dignam, S.J. 
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Divine Justice Punishes Rigorously 





{ |ANY examples are found in Holy Scripture of the severe 
| punishment inflicted by God for slight transgressions; 
) such, for instance, as Moses being forbidden to enter 
fA the promised land because he once showed a slight want 
©’ of confidence in God, and of Oza being struck dead 
because he touched the ark of the covenant (1 Paralip. 
xiii. 10). Herein we see an image of the strict retri- 
bution which Divine Justice demands of the souls in 
purgatory for every slight stain of sin, before they can be admitted 
into God’s all-holy presence. The lives of the saints and the chronicles 
of various religious orders recount many instances in proof of this 
teaching. 

A Franciscan Friar in a monastery in Italy had lived so saintly 
and edifying a life that upon his death all his brethren proclaimed 
with one accord: “Our saint is dead.” Convinced that he had been 
admitted directly into the joys of heaven, they at once began to implore 
his intercession; not once did it occur to them to pray for him, because 
his life had been so holy. However, while they were conversing about 
his virtues, the deceased suddenly appeared to them, enveloped in 
flames, and they heard him say: “Very different are the judgments of 
God from the judgments of men. Ah! pray for me, for I suffer 
great torments in purgatory. No one would believe how exactly God 
judges, and how rigorously He punishes even the slightest venial sins.” 
Thereupon the apparition vanished, and the brethren made haste to 
procure relief for their departed brother. 

In 1620, a saintly Carmelite nun who for seventy years had served 
God so faithfully that she was looked upon as a perfect religious, was 
called to her eternal reward. Before her death she was granted the 
grace of a vision of her holy foundress, St. Teresa. Yet it was revealed 
to a member of her community that this saintly nun had to suffer in 
purgatory for seven years, until one of her companions obtained her 
release by assiduous prayer and rigorous penances. All this suffering 
she had to endure in expiation of two small imperfections to which 
she had been addicted during her lifetime. 


The Merciful Queen of Purgatory 
We ought, then, never to grow weary of offering suffrages for the 
poor souls in purgatory. One of the most powerful means of helping 
them is to have the holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered for them, and 
to assist at its celebration in their behalf. But if we place into 


















Tabernacle and Purgatory 19 


the hands of the Blessed Virgin Mary the unlimited fruits of the 
Sacrifice of her Divine Son, and implore her to apply them for the 
relief of our dear suffering brethren in purgatory, our offering will 
be all the more efficacious. For Mary reigns as Queen also in that realm 
of suffering, and it is there she exercises her power and her mercy in 
a particular manner. 

A devout religious appeared to one of his companions after death 
and told him that he was enduring severe pains in purgatory. He 
said that his sufferings consisted principally in the privation of the 
Beatific Vision, and implored his friend to have a Holy Mass offered 
for his intention, in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The friend 
hastened to gratify the deceased brother’s request, and soon afterward 
saw his soul, full of joy and ecstasy, beneath Mary’s mantle, as she 
carried him triumphantly to heaven. 

mpopope 


Precious in the Sight of God 





PRING was a season of delight in the beautiful 

} Wurtemberg Black Forest district. Flowers bloomed 
in gay profusion, birds caroled cheerfully, and all nature 
seemed to chant a glad, unceasing ‘Alleluia’ in praise 
of its Maker. In the heart of the ten-year-old Ferdinand 
Meyer, too, one bright May morning, there was happy 
rejoicing. It was the day of his first Holy Communion. 
With all the fervor of his ardent nature, he had that 
morning received Jesus into his heart, and in those 
moments of intimate union after the Divine Banquet, Jesus had im- 
planted deep into Ferdinand’s heart a longing to become one of His 
priests. 

Several days later, Ferdinand and his mother paid one of their 
regular visits to his aunt, a religious in a nearby convent. His aunt 
held a large place in Ferdinand’s affections, and he now told her with 
joy of his first Holy Communion. When it was time to take his depar- 
ture, Ferdinand knelt, as was customary, to kiss the Sister’s hand. 
As he did so, both the Sister and his mother noticed an unearthly 
radiance emanating from the boy’s countenance, and though they 
said nothing to Ferdinand, the religious whispered to his mother: 
“Surely, he will one day be a priest.” 

After the lapse of a few months, the Meyer family journeyed 
some miles to an ancient monastery where a High Mass was offered 
each year for their intentions. Each year, the family would assist at 
the Mass, and then spend some time renewing their old acquaintances 
among the religious before taking their departure. Upon this occasion, 
as Ferdinand was taking leave of the Superior, the venerable old man 
took the young lad’s hand in his, and as he did so he noticed a peculiar 
brightness which seemed to encircle the boy’s brow, almost like a halo. 














20 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


He did not mention it to Ferdinand, but a few moments later he 
whispered to the mother: “Train the boy well, Mrs. Meyer, for surely 
he will one day be a priest.’’ This striking coincidence impressed 
itself deeply upon the good mother’s heart, and she redoubled her 
efforts to give Ferdinand a training which would enhance more and 
more the beauty of his pure, young soul. 

The year following, Ferdinand was sent to the Jesuit’s school 
at F... Pious, diligent, full of zeal, and withal of a happy, cheerful 
disposition, he was soon a favorite among the boys. Four happy years 
he spent there, and though he was always characterized by a deep and 
sincere piety, yet no one could be certain that he had been granted a 
priestly vocation. Not until the close of his last year at the school, 
when his parents came to be present at his graduation exercises, did he 
make known to them the desire which had always been uppermost in 
his heart — his yearning to become a priest. 

His happy parents gave their full consent, and thus it was that one 
bright June morning found Ferdinand seeking admission into the 
novitiate of the monastery above mentioned, where he longed to conse- 
crate his life to the service of God, by taking the religious vows before 
assuming the obligations of the priesthood. The following years sped 
quickly past, years fraught with serious striving to become a worthy 
religious and priest, years replete with blessings and grace. Always 
of a strong, robust nature, Ferdinand seemed immune to fatigue, and 
his virile manly figure was always seen taking part in the most difficult 
and strenuous tasks. 

A Bitter Chalice 

At length the time of his ordination drew near. According to the 
custom existing in the monastery, a physical examination was made of 
all candidates for the priesthood some months before ordination. 
Ferdinand’s examination revealed a slightly weakened constitution, 
but it caused no great concern, as it was thought that after ordination 
he would regain his usual vigor. Contrary to expectations, however, 
Ferdinand grew gradually weaker, and to the surprise of all, it was 
discovered that he had contracted quick consumption, with little hope 
of recovery. So rapidly did the malady progress that when the day of 

ordination dawned, he was able to take part in the services only while 
reclining in a wheel-chair. What bitter sorrow filled the hearts of 
his good parents, whose cherished hope had been to see their son a 
zealous, holy priest! God gave them strength, however, to offer Him 
the sacrifice of all they held dearest, and during the solemn ceremonies 
of ordination, they united with Ferdinand in his offering of himself as a 
complete holocaust for the honor and glory of God. God apparently 
accepted their offering, for it was a weakened and exhausted priestly 
son whom they bore back to their own home at the close of his ordi- 
nation day, though they still retained the hope that rest and careful 
nursing might restore his health and strength. Fervent prayers 
were offered for him, that he would be sufficiently strong to celebrate 
his first Holy Mass on the morrow, and Jesus, the Divine Physician, 
heard and answered their petitions. The following morning dawned 
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bright and fair, and the bells of the village church pealed gayly as 
Ferdinand ascended the altar steps, to offer for the first time the 
Adorable Sacrifice, the sublime object of all his strivings. The devotion 
and reverence with which he accomplished the sacred ceremonies 
brought tears to the eyes of all who were privileged to be present. A 
heavenly radiance seemed to envelop Ferdinand, and who can say with 
what sentiments of love, and union he offered the Divine Victim 
immolated upon the altar for the glory of God and the salvation of 
souls. Jesus, the Divine Victim and High Priest, and Ferdinand, the 
humble priestly victim, seemed indeed to have become one— one 
sublime offering of love and expiation. 

The Holy Sacrifice ended, Ferdinand was in a state of complete 
exhaustion, and was forced to take to his bed, from which he never 
arose. Never again was he able to ascend the altar steps, but as a 
pure victim upon the altar of holocaust, he gave his life gladly in the 
way that Jesus wished. Several months later, his purified soul took 
its flight to the regions of eternal blessedness, there to be united forever 
with the great High Priest and Victim, whose mystic immolation he had 


accomplished but once. 
* *¢+ & *& 


How highly must not God value the celebration of even one Holy 
Mass, if in His goodness, He was content to have one of His anointed 
priests, whom He had in so singular a manner predestined for the holy 
priesthood, offer but a single Holy Mass during his lifetime! Assuredly, 
this incident should impress upon us the great value of Holy Mass, and 
the responsibility which will be ours for having neglected to make 
proper use of the opportunities given us to assist at the Holy Sacrifice 
frequently, if not daily. 

at et el el 


A Healthful Exercise 





the venerable age of eighty-four years. Alert and active to the 

very last days of his life, it seemed almost as though he took no 
notice of the passing years. One day, when the Count seemed even 
more vigorous than ever, he was asked: ‘‘What daily exercise do you 
indulge in, in order to remain active so long?”’ ‘“‘I have indulged in 
only one daily exercise,’’ he answered, ‘“‘but I have. followed it from 
early youth even unto old age.—-No matter what the weather might 
be, no matter how great the distance, I have always gone afoot to 
church in order to attend Holy Mass daily.’ 

Did more of our Catholics but indulge in the same form of daily 
exercise, doubtless they would find themselves rejuvenated not only 
in body, but also in spirit, and would experience that the Adorable 
Sacrifice of the Mass is indeed a treasure-store of riches and graces, 
both for time and for eternity. 


ehepote= 


I N 1934, a well-known Hungarian diplomat, Count Apponyi, died at 
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Speaks to its Readers 








EAR Friends of mine, I am happy to tell you that this 
month I enter upon the thirty-third year of my career 
as a messenger in the service of our Eucharistic King. 
Month after month, year after year, I have faithfully 
continued in my humble way the glorious mission of 
imparting faith, hope and charity, strength, light and 
consolation to souls. Like a tiny grain of mustard-seed 
were my beginnings; but now I have gained friends throughout the 
length and breadth of our dear America, and even beyond the rolling 
waters of the deep blue sea. And oh! could you but see with what 
eagerness I go forth on my monthly visits, to accomplish my mission 
as a little apostle of Divine love! 

Even now I look forward to the welcoming smiles of my many 
dear friends, who await my coming as that of a loved one, for I bring 
them comfort in their trials and encouragement in their difficulties 
and sufferings. In many Catholic. homes I am welcomed as a helper 
in forming sound Christian characters in the growing boys and girls. 
Shepherds of souls have found in me a staunch co-worker in their 
apostolic labors. Patient sufferers on their beds of pain welcome me 
as a ray of heavenly sunshine which helps to cheer them in the long 
weary hours of illness. 

Many whose feet had strayed onto forbidden paths have found 
strength and courage from my whispered messages to return again to 
their Divine Friend in the tabernacle. Others, hastening along the path 
of piety, have been inspired by my visits with a firmer faith and a 
determination to serve the good God still more fervently. And little 
children! How I love to speak to their pure, innocent souls! Every- 
where their beaming faces and sparkling eyes greet me, and when I 
tell them about Jesus and His Mother Mary, their little hearts expand 
under the warming rays of grace as the petals of flowers unfold beneath 
the warm summer sun. 

Everywhere, in the great, wide harvest-field of souls I find work 
to do for my loving Master in the tabernacle. Yes, even beyond this 
world of ours does my activity extend, for my sympathy is directed 
especially to those dear, blessed souls who are suffering in the flames 
of purgatory. Could I but visit them, who knows what words of grati- 
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tude they would whisper to me for the assistance I have procured them ? 

And so, my dear friends, I hope you will help me to continue 
on my mission of love, so that I may gain an ever increasing number 
of friends and thus draw more and more hearts to the great Sun of 
Love —the Blessed Eucharist. No one will be more grateful to you 
than my Divine Master Himself, who burns with a desire to be better 
known and loved; and I can assure you that He is a good paymaster, 
who will not allow Himself to be excelled in generosity. So if your 
love should inspire you to remember my birthday as you do that of 
other cherished friends, may I whisper in your ear that the gift I 
should like best of all from each devoted friend is another friend to 
whom I may carry each month my messages of faith, hope and love? 

Thus, while I thank you most heartily for your faithful assistance 
in the past, I breathe the prayer that you will befriend me also in 
the future, and that in your work of promoting Catholic Action you 
will introduce me into many new homes. 


mhopope 


The Holy Cross of Scheyern 


N OUR March issue we made mention of a precious relic of the True 

| Cross of Christ which is treasured in the Benedictine Monastery 

at Scheyern, Germany, and said we hoped to procure small images 

of this relic to offer to our dear readers in token of our appreciation of 

the renewal of their subscriptions to ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.” We 

are happy to inform you that we expect to receive some of these little 

crosses soon after the first of May, and shall then be able to satisfy the 

desires of those who have already requested them, as well as of those 
who shall do so in the future. 

Before the crosses are sent to us, they will be touched to the pre- 
cious relic of the True Cross and blessed with it. We will also have 
them endowed with the papal indulgence, so that by wearing them one 
may gain a plenary indulgence on certain feasts as well as at the hour 
of death. But the preciousness of these little crosses lies particularly 
in their having come in contact with the particle of the True Cross, and 
it is to this fact that the many favors attributed to their veneration are 
ascribed. These favors, covering a wide range of spiritual and temporal 
needs, are without doubt a mark of the pleasure which our dear Lord 
takes in the veneration of the holy Cross upon which He sacrificed 
Himself with so much love for the world’s redemption. It is indeed 
most fitting that the holy Cross should receive a special veneration of 
loving gratitude during these sad times when the enemies of Christ 
are striving by every means to destroy this sacred Sign of Salvation 
and everything for which it stands. In fact, it is hoped that the pious 
veneration of these little images of the holy Cross may be a powerful 
means of staying the progress of atheism and of safeguarding the 
precious treasure of Faith which is being challenged on every side. 




















Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 


The Apostles’ Creed 
First ARTICLE 


I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth 
Concluded 


Our First Parents after Their Fall 


| HAT bitter tears must not Adam and Eve have shed when 
the gates of paradise closed behind them, and they set 
foot upon the barren earth, which now also participated 
in their curse. Now the unhappy ones fully realized 
how foolishly they had acted; now they realized, but 
alas! too late, that God is not mocked; now they cursed 
their seducer, though too late, for having brought such 
misery upon them. 

But the greatest misfortune consequent upon their 
sin was the fact that they had incurred eternal punishment. They were 
guilty of death in the fullest and most comprehensive sense of the 
word —a judgment terrible yet most just. They had disobeyed God in 
order to obey Satan; they had freely sided with the rebellious spirit, 
and therefore they deserved to share with him that fate which, accord- 
ing to the expression of Christ Himself, “is prepared for the devil and 
his angels’ (Matt. xxv. 41). This just judgment God might have exe- 
cuted immediately upon the consummation of their sinful act; yet it 
pleased Him to grant them time for repentance, and not only to make 
it possible for them to be reconciled with Him, but even Himself to 
effect this reconciliation by His own Divine mercy and goodness. 

We are not given any authoritative information as to where our 
first parents took up their abode after their expulsion from paradise. 
The Venerable Anna Catherine Emmerich beheld them in vision in a 
cave on the Mount of Olives, bewailing their sin and praying most 
earnestly. Other pious writers say that they withdrew to a place near 
the site of the future city of Damascus in Syria and made their abode 
in the cave of a rock, which is still shown to pious pilgrims. Here, 
in the sweat of their brow, they tilled the earth. The skins of animals 
formed their clothing; fruits and herbs, their food. In the bitterness 
of their hearts they now recognized the grievousness of their sin. But 
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what grieved them most bitterly was that they no longer enjoyed the 
friendship of God, and that His benign countenance no longer smiled 
upon them with fatherly love. Wherefore they daily bewailed their 
fault, and in silent resignation bowed beneath the hand of Divine 
Justice, acknowledging that they had deserved an even more severe 
punishment. 

According to St. Augustine and other doctors of the Church, they 
led a holy life of rigorous penance and toilsome labor, amid contrite 
prayer and copious tears, thus giving to all their descendants an ex- 
ample of how sinners can and should return to God. Though they 
lamented above all the fact that God had withdrawn His sweet presence 
and no longer conversed with them with loving familiarity, they found 
in prayer a means of consolation and of renewing in a measure their 
familiar converse with Him. In prayer they could still speak to Him 
with childlike confidence and present to Him their sighs and petitions. 
In prayer they received the assurance of the Heavenly Father that their 
sin had been forgiven, and the oft-repeated and consoling promise that 
He would send them a redeemer. 

Thus for many centuries Adam and Eve, together with their nu- 
merous descendants, awaited the promised redeemer, until at length 
they died at an advanced age, Adam having attained the age of nine 
hundred and thirty years. According to Anna Catherine Emmerich, 
the bodies of Adam and Eve were buried on Mount Golgotha, the “‘place 
of skulls,’’ near Jerusalem, and it was on the very spot where the 
skull of Adam lay that the Cross of Christ was later erected. The 
ancient Fathers of the Church confirm this belief, and St. Augustine 
writes most touchingly: ‘‘Rightly do we hold that the Physician was 
elevated on the spot where the sick man lay; that Divine Mercy bowed 
its head where human pride found its end, and that the Blood of Jesus 
trickled redeemingly down from the Cross upon the ashes of the first 


sinner.”’ 
Original Sin 


Had Adam, the progenitor of the human race, preserved the 
supernatural gifts which had been bestowed upon him, they would 
have passed on to all his descendants. But, having lost them by his 
disobedience, it necessarily follows that he forfeited them, not only 
for himself personally but also for all mankind. A fountain can no 
longer give forth water after it has gone dry. A father cannot 
bequeath to his children property which he no longer possesses. Simi- 
larly, the benefits which Adam lost for himself were lost also for all 
his children. As the first man, he incorporated in himself the whole 
human race and acted in its name. But he could bequeath to it only 
those goods whose enjoyment he had preserved, that is, the goods of 
nature. His supernatural gifts were withdrawn because of his sin; 
hence his heirs are also deprived of them at their entrance into the 
world. He suffered a deterioration in his nature, and by the laws of 
nature, this condition is shared also by his children. 

Thus the Council of Trent declares: “If anyone holds that the 
transgression of Adam injured him alone, and not his descendants, 
and that he lost only for himself personally the holiness and justice 
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he had received from God, and not also for us... let him be anathema.” 
And again: “The sin of Adam injured not only himself, but His entire 
race, and not only the death of the body, in punishment for sin, but 
also sin itself, the death of the soul, passed from one man over all 
mankind.” This truth is also taught expressly by St. Paul: ‘‘Where- 
fore, as by one man sin entered into this world, and by sin death; and 
so death passed upon all men, in whom all have sinned’”’ (Rom. v. 12). 
“As by the offense of one, unto all men to condemnation... By the 
disobedience of one man, many were made sinners” (Ibid. 18, 19). 

Hence every child of Adam comes into the world with the stain of 
sin upon its soul, and with its faculties corrupted and weakened. For 
this reason, infants who themselves could not have committed any sin 
are in truth baptized “for the forgiveness of sin,’’ so that in their 
re-birth they may be cleansed of that which they contracted in their 
birth. This sin in which we are all born is called original sin, because 
we ourselves have not actually committed it, but have inherited it from 
our first parents. Original sin makes all men “children of wrath’ by 
nature, in the eyes of God; that is, it makes them members of a tainted 
race, which bears in itself the sad inheritance of its forefather and 
deserves the same fate as he. 

There is only one single exception to this universal law — the 
immaculate Mother of God. She alone, by a singular grace and privi- 
lege of Almighty God, and in view of the merits of her Divine Son, 
Jesus Christ, was preserved from all stain of original sin. This dogma 
was officially decreed by the infallible authority of the Church on 
December 8, 1854. As a spotless lily in the midst of thorns, Mary 
appeared among sinful humanity, entirely free from every breath of 
sin. She was the “woman” who was to crush the head of the infernal 
serpent, as foretold by God in paradise. Through her, God Himself, 
as the promised Redeemer, would descend to earth, to lift up the fallen 
race of Adam and restore its lost heritage. 

Original sin is the source of the many sorrows, hardships, pains 
and tribulations which are our portion in this world. Hunger and 
thirst, heat and cold, want and privation, fatigue, sickness and death — 
all are its unhappy effects. Because of original sin, man experiences 
in himself a constant strife between two opposite powers —a longing 
for good, and an inclination to evil; his spirit wars against the flesh, 
and he must battle constantly against his own passions and the temp- 
tations of the evil spirit. St. Paul thus expresses this truth: ‘‘For the 
good which I will, I do not; but the evil which I will-not, that I do... 
I find then a law, that when I have a will to do good, evil is present 
with me. For I am delighted with the law of God, according to the 
inward man. But I see another law in my members, fighting against 
the law of my mind, and captivating me in the law of sin, that is in 
my members” (Rom. vii. 19-23). 

Thus through the fault of Adam and Eve, all mankind was plunged 
into misery. But this transmission of original sin is not an injustice 
on the part of God. The goods of which He deprived Adam and which 
He denied Adam’s children are goods which were purely the outpourings 
of His generosity; human nature had not the slightest claim upon them. 
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God was in no way obliged to endow man with supernatural gifts; and 
therefore, if in consequence of the sin of Adam He withholds these 
gifts, we cannot say He has withdrawn anything to which we could lay 
claim, nor that the doctrine of original sin is contrary to Divine Good- 
ness and Justice. 

Some objectors may say: Surely if God is all-good He could not 
will that all mankind should be made unhappy through the fault of 
one man. — Certainly God could not will it, but He could permit it. 
When He endowed Adam with those glorious, unmerited gifts, He by 
no means willed that he should lose them through disobedience. On 
the contrary, it was His earnest desire that Adam should preserve them 
by faithful obedience, and transmit them to his descendants. For this 
very reason —that is, to deter Adam from committing sin — He at- 
tached so severe a penalty to the transgression of the easy command 
which He laid upon him. He endowed Adam with all that was needful 
for him easily to overcome the trial to which he was subjected. Yet 
He placed no constraint upon him; He did not force his free will, but 
left him free to choose between life and death. And Adam, abusing 
his liberty, chose the latter. Is there any ground, then, for complaint 
against God? 

Certainly, man lost none of those gifts which were essential to his 
nature. His intellect, his will, all his natural powers, without which he 
would have ceased to be a man, remained to him. The Church holds 
most emphatically that ‘“‘the free will of man was not lost or suspended 
after the sin of Adam” (Council of Trent, Sess. VI, can. 5). Man 
retained all the faculties essential to his acting as a rational and free 
being, but his intellect was clouded and his will weakened. 


Promise of a Redeemer 


Though man could, of himself, forfeit sanctifying grace and the 
gifts which it entailed, he could not, by his own power, regain it nor 
free himself from the guilt and the punishment of sin. In order to do 
so, it would have been necessary for him to render perfect satisfaction 
to God. This, however, he was incapable of doing; for sin, an infinite 
offense against God (the grievousness of the offense being measured 
by the dignity of Him who is offended) could not have been blotted out 
nor atoned for by a finite being whose actions have only a finite value. 
No, not even by all mankind combined could adequate satisfaction have 
been made to Divine Justice. Burdened with the guilt of sin, and 
robbed of the grace and friendship of God, fallen man would, without 
the intervention of God, have remained bereft of supernatural blessed- 
ness and incapable of reaching his destined goal. 

The only way in which full satisfaction could be rendered to Divine 
Justice in behalf of mankind was through the incarnation of the Son 
of God. A God-man alone could render perfect satisfaction, for His 
actions alone would have an infinite value and would be capable of 
satisfying for an infinite offense. Hence God alone, through a free gift 
of His goodness, could rescue man from the abyss of misery into which 
he had fallen. Such a grace of redemption was not granted to the 
rebellious angels, because they, as pure spirits, had sinned in perfect 
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malice and persevered in their rebellion. Man, however, was led astray 
by Satan; his fall was the result rather of surprise than of personal 
malice, and the remorse which filled his heart immediately after his 
transgression called down the mercy of God. 

Therefore, the Heavenly Father, who from eternity had forseen 
the fall of man, had also from eternity decreed the Redemption, in 
order thereby to show forth, in a still more wonderful manner than 
by the creation, His goodness, His wisdom and His mercy. His only- 
begotten Son was destined, in loving condescension and self-abasement, 
to unite the human nature with the Divine, to become a son of Adam, 
and to pay superabundantly all the guilt of mankind through the im- 
measurably precious sacrifice of Himself to Divine Justice. 

The Most Blessed Trinity forsaw that the wonderful holiness of 
the Son of Man and of His virginal Mother, as also the glorious works 
which the grace of Redemption should accomplish in souls until the 
end of time, would glorify God unspeakably more than He could have 
been glorified had mankind remained in the state of original innocence. 
Holy Church, voicing this truth, cries out exultantly on Holy Saturday: 
“O blessed fault, which merited such and so great a Redeemer.” 

Hence Almighty God, in His infinite mercy, promised our first 
parents a redeemer. This promise was contained in His curse of Satan: 
“T will put enmities between thee and the woman, and thy seed and her 
seed; she shall crush thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel”’ 
(Gen. iii. 15). The promise was obscure to Adam and Eve; only faintly 
did they grasp the great mystery that at some future time a woman — 
a second Eve — should crush the head of the hellish serpent by bearing 
a Son who would destroy the reign of Satan and free mankind from the 
bonds of hell. Yet they and their descendants clung hopefully to this 
promise, and with ardent longing awaited the redeemer who was to 
conquer the demon and restore to man the inheritance he had lost. 

This hopeful expectancy ran like a golden thread through the 
centuries. The original promise became ever clearer; the prophecies 
concerning the redeemer ever more distinct; the types and figures ever 
more clear and striking; until, after four thousand years of waiting, 
Jesus Christ, the second Adam, descended from heaven, becoming 
incarnate through the Virgin Mary, and redeemed the world through His 
Sacrifice on the Cross. To be continued. 
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To Honor the Spirit of Love 


D URING the holy Pentecostal season, 

the Holy Ghost pours out His gifts 
and graces upon souls with special 
liberality. But as a condition for the 
bestowal of His gifts He requires that 
we ask for them and prepare our hearts 
for their reception.—- Our booklet DEVOTION TO THE HOLY GHOST 
is an excellent aid toward fulfilling these requirements. Each 10¢; 
postage extra; reduction for quantities. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Little Lovers’ Leagu 








It is the month of our Mother, 
The blessed and beautiful days, 
When our lips and our spirits 
Are glowing with love and with 
praise. 


E PRAY our dear Moth- 

er Mary to bless each 

one of our little friends during 
this month, and we hope that 
you will all give her some spe- 
cial gifts to show your love for 








her. You will make her happy 
if you gather many lovely flow- 
ers for her — flowers to adorn her altar, and also flowers to please 
her loving heart — the flowers of many virtues and little acts of 
kindness. Try to be very fervent in doing so this month. 

One of our dear little friends wrote a letter to us some time ago 
asking whether the Little Lovers could not have another contest. 
(Would you like to have one?) She thought it would be nice if each 
member of the league would write a story about the life of his or her 
patron saint, and the best stories would be awarded prizes. So we 
have decided to have the contest during the month of May. 

It will begin on May Ist, and close at midnight on May 27th, the 
Feast of Corpus Christi, so that will give you plenty: of time to write 
the story about the life of your patron saint. If you do not know 
much about your patron saint, your teachers will perhaps be glad to 
help you find enough material for your story. There will be only 
two groups this time; the children over ten and those under ten years. 
Both the boys and girls in each of these groups will receive prizes, for 
the best and second best letters. The first prize will be a lovely picture 
of the Blessed Virgin, and the second prize will be a very nice picture 
of the Little Flower (both for the boys and the girls). Try to write 
your story neatly, and do not make it too long. It should not be more 
than two pages, though it does not need to be so long. 


PRACTICE: Gather a beautiful bouquet of violets and lilies-of- 
the-valley for our Blessed Mother, by reciting each day three ‘Hail 
Marys’”’ for the conversion of sinners, and also the aspiration for this 
month. 
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ASPIRATION: Hail, Mary, Queen of May, I greet thee in my own 
name and in the name of all creatures. 


Mother’s Talks with Michael 


Continued 


3d Day 


HE next morning, Michael was eagerly awaiting his mother when 
eb she returned home from Holy Mass. “Mother, where have you 

been so long?” he asked. “There was a High Mass today, 
Michael, because this is the Feast of the Annunciation.” 

“Tell me more about it, Mother,” Michael pleaded. “Yes, I will 
tell you all about it, but you must be very quiet and pay close attention. 
The first people upon earth did not obey the good God. They were 
called Adam and Eve. God created a beautiful garden for them called 
the Garden of Paradise, where everything was pleasant. There were 
flowers of the most beautiful colors, white, blue, red, gold and many 
other colors. Many fruits also grew there, such as apples, cherries, 
apricots, plums — all of the very best fruits, so that Adam and Eve 
hardly knew where to look first because of all the beauty. All kinds 
of animals played and frolicked upon the broad fields, but they were 
very tame and did not harm Adam and Eve. 

“There was no winter, nor any sickness in the garden of paradise. 
Every day God was with Adam and Eve, and spoke to them as a good 
Father to his children. For a long time, they were very happy in 
paradise, and every day they said to God: ‘O God, how good Thou art; 
we thank Thee for Thy kindness.’ Never did they know hunger. They 
had only to stretch out their hands to find everything they wished for. 

“But one day God said to Adam: ‘You may eat the fruit of all 
the trees in paradise, except from that one tree in the middle of the 
garden you may not eat. If you do so, you shall die.” 

“Did the good God say that to Eve also?” asked little Michael. 

“Of course, but neither of them obeyed.” “But why not?” con- 
tinued Michael. 

“It came about in this way: The devil was very unhappy in hell. 
So he planned that the people in paradise should not be happy either, 
because he was jealous of them. One day he came up from hell and 
slipped into paradise. But he did not wish Adam and Eve to see how 
ugly he was, so he took the form of a serpent, and went to the very 
tree of which God had forbidden Adam and Eve to eat. Then he said 
to Eve: ‘Why may you not eat of the fruit of all the trees of paradise?’ 
Eve answered: ‘We may eat the fruit of all the trees except this one 
in the middle of paradise, for as soon as we eat of it, we shall die.’ 
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Then the serpent said: ‘Oh, no, you will not die. When you eat of the 
fruit of this tree, you will become even as God.’” 

“The wicked serpent, how he lied!” cried Michael. 

“Yes, but Eve believed him. She went to the tree and picked one 
of the largest of the apples and ate of it. Then she gave some to Adam, 
and he also ate. Because Adam and Eve did not obey God, they com- 
mitted a sin. And oh! how sorry they were afterwards! If they had 
not done that, they would never have had to work hard, nor to die, 
but an angel would have taken them just as they were to heaven. But 
because they sinned, they had to leave paradise, and heaven was closed 
to them. No man could enter heaven after that.” 

“Who opened heaven again?” “The loving Jesus. He said to 
His Father: ‘I will go down to earth and bring the poor people back 
to heaven.’ So, after many, many years Jesus came down to earth; 
but before He came, He chose for Himself a pure and holy Mother.” 

“And where did He find her?” 

“Far, far away, in the Holy Land, in the town of Nazareth, there 
lived a young maiden who was called Mary. She had a beautiful, 
pure soul because she never had committed a sin. God loved Mary 
very much. Once when she was in her room praying very fervently, 
a bright light suddenly shone around her. Then she saw the Archangel 
Gabriel standing before her. God had sent the angel to her. He wore 
a long white garment, and he shone like the sun. The angel greeted 
Mary and said: ‘Hail, full of grace... The Lord is with thee.’ While 
the angel spoke thus, Mary became troubled. But the angel said to her: 
‘Fear not, Mary, I bring you a message of great joy. You shall con- 
ceive a Child, and this Child shall be the Son of God, and you shall 
call Him Jesus, because He will open heaven again for mankind.’ 

“Mary was obedient to the good God and said: ‘Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me according to thy word.’ This 
mystery our holy Church commemorates on the 25th of March, the 
Feast of the Annunciation.” 

“But Mother, didn’t Jesus have a father upon earth?” 

“Yes, certainly, it was holy Joseph, His foster-father. Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph were the members of a family, and because they were pure 
and holy, they were called the Holy Family.” 

Soon after Michael’s mother had finished telling him about the 
Feast of the Annunciation, the chimes of the Angelus rang out from 
the church tower. And while the soft chimes sounded as a beautiful 
melody from heaven, Michael and his mother folded their hands and 
prayed aloud: “The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary, and she 
conceived of the Holy Ghost. Hail Mary, etc.” To be continued 
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Feast of the Most Blessed Trinity 
. May 23, 1937 





honor of the Most Blessed Trinity, the Church has estab- 
lished a special feast, observed on the first Sunday after 
Pentecost, to pay supreme honor to the most profound 
Mystery of the unity and trinity of the Godhead. This 
sacred Mystery is the foundation of our faith and the 
source of our sanctification, and is therefore often re- 
ferred to as the ‘“‘Mystery of mysteries.”’ 

In the Name of the Triune God we were baptized, 
and through this holy sacrament we were received as 
children of God the Father, brothers and co-heirs of the Son, and 
temples of the Holy Ghost. The first confession of our belief in the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, made in tender childhood, was 
the Sign of the Cross; and this sacred sign, repeated so frequently 
during life, is our distinguishing mark as Catholic Christians. 

All the official prayers of the Church contain an invocation to the 
three Persons of the Adorable Trinity, but there is none more beautiful 
or more frequently used in the Divine praises than the familiar doxology: 
“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost...” 
Of this sublime prayer, St. Francis de Sales has written these inspiring 
lines: ‘‘While by benevolence we are rising toward the Divinity to intone 
and hear His praises, we see ever that He is above all praise. And 
finally we learn that He cannot be praised according to His worth save 
only by Himself, who alone can worthily match His sovereign goodness 
with sovereign praise. Hereupon we cry out: ‘Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost’; and that everyone may know 
that it is not the glory of created praises which we wish God by this 
ejaculation, but the essential and eternal glory that is in Himself, by 
Himself, of Himself, and which is Himself, we add: ‘As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.’ As 
though we expressed a wish that God should be glorified for ever with 
the glory which He had before all creatures, in His infinite eternity 
and eternal infinity.’ 

In union with the Church, let us not fail on this beautiful feast 
to adore, praise and thank the Triune God for all the graces of creation, 
redemption and sanctification, and for all the graces which have been 
showered upon us individually throughout our lives. 


Our booklet DEVOTION TO THE MOST HOLY TRINITY will fur- 
nish inspiring thoughts and prayers for this holy feast. 10¢ each; postage extra. 
Contents — May, 1937 

The Spouse of the Holy Spirit — Ascension Joys — Fire from 
Heaven — The “Little Practice of Atonement’ — A Forgotten Virtue — 
Divine Justice Punishes Rigorously — Precious in the Sight of God — 


“A Healthful Exercise — Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith — 
Little Lovers’ League — Mother’s Talks with Michael. 
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Be ro1ce Gifts for MAY 
Rosaries 
(When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will 


be blessed with the Bridgettine, Dominican, Crosier and 
Papal indulgences.) 











Mother-of-pearl beads on gold chain $1.00 
Medium oval cocoa beads on securely fastened silver-plated chain, 
with nickel-bound cross. Length 18 inches -80 
Large cocoa beads on strong steel chain, especially suitable for 
elderly people; 26 inches including the cross ...................... 76 
Rosaries for children — small black cocoa beads on white metal 
chain 40 
black, white or colored beads 25 





Special Hand-made Rosaries; Strong and Durable 

Imitation of precious stone beads or imitation mother-of-pearl 

beads on sterling silver chain with sterling silver cross and 
center; colors: blue, cream, green, pink, or black cocoa .... $3.50 
and 2.00 

Dark red or black cocoa beads on German silver chain, nickel- 
bound cross $1.00 and 1.25 
Imitation stone beads in colors on German silver chain; 17 inches .90 


Prayer-books 
The Golden Book — a prayer-book devoted to the Blessed Virgin; size 
3% x5% in. Morocco, red edge $1.25; gilt-edge $1.75 
Golden Links — a complete manual of prayers; size 2% x4% in. 347 
pages; small print, cloth binding 50¢; leather binding 80¢ 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — an excellent prayer-book for 
children of all ages. 160 pages, 28 beautiful pictures. Black, 
white, blue or rose stiff cloth binding 50¢. Black or white leather 
binding, red under gold edge 75¢ 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








Conception College and Academy 
Conception, Missouri 
A classical High School and College conducted by the 
Benedictine Fathers. Special attention given to young men of 
moderate means who wish to prepare for the holy Priesthood. 
For catalog apply to the Rev. Rector. 
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Blessed Virgin 
Library 








and devotion toward the holy Mother of God. As it is through 


4 
ij N COLLECTION of nine appealing booklets designed to increase love 


Mary that we approach Jesus most confidently, so it is through Mary 
that Jesus lavishes upon us the richest gifts of His bounty. 


Devotion to Mary 
Shows the advantages of venerat- 
+, ing the Blessed Virgin; the pow- 
.’ er of her holy Name; her Immac- 
‘- ulate Conception; the Blue Scap- 
‘. ular. Prayers. 10¢ 


| Under Mary’s Mantle 
}} Reflections on the prayer “‘We fly 
, to thy patronage’’; consecration 
’ of children to Mary; her protec- 
tion in childhood; in life’s trials; 
; in our last hour. Prayers. 10¢ 


DeMontfort’s Devotion to Mary 
A “secret of grace’’ for zealous 
Christians. Seven reasons why 
Mary is our channel of grace; in 
what perfect devotion to Mary 
consists; practical application; 
act of consecration. 10¢ 


Communion Devotions 
in Union with Mary 
A beautiful collection of prayers 
for before and after Holy Com- 
munion, composed in the spirit of 
Blessed Grignon de Montfort; al- 


Mary, Mother of God 
The great Mystery of the Incar- 
nation; the Annunciation; Mary’s 
blissful privilege; prayers most 
pleasing to Mary; her seven joys 
on earth and in heaven. 10¢ 


Mary, Our Mother 
Our true Mother; our Mediatrix; 
our ladder to heaven; our con- 
soler; our advocate in death; our 
deliverer from purgatory; the 
holy Name of Mary. 10¢. 


Mary’s Seven Sorrows 
Contains a touching meditation 
on each Dolor, with practical ap- 
plications; prints of Janssens’ 
beautiful paintings, each a sub- 
ject for meditation; Mass of the 
Sorrowful Mother. 5¢ 


Devotion to 


the Mother of Sorrows 
Aims to nourish a tender com- 
passion for our Dolorous Mother, 
particularly at the Passion and 
Death of Jesus; graces flowing 


so a Communion Mass. 5¢ from this devotion; prayers. 5¢ 


The Rosary, My Treasure 
Inspiring treatise on the excellence, power and beauty of the Rosary. 
10¢ 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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